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406 Reviews of Books m.v.h.r. 

The administration of President Hayes. By John W. Burgess, Ph.D., 
Ju.D., L.L.D., formerly professor of political science and constitu- 
tional law, and dean of the faculties of political science, philosophy, 
and pure science, Columbia university. [The Larwill lectures, 1915, 
delivered at Kenyon college.] (New York: Charles Scribner's 
sons, 1916. 150 p. $1.00 net) 
Mr. Burgess aided the students of Kenyon college in performing "a 
service of piety" in memory of President Hayes when he delivered these 
four lectures, but he added nothing to our knowledge of the Hayes ad- 
ministration or to the history of the United States during the later sev- 
enties. He did not, indeed, pretend to speak on the latter topic, but 
confined himself to a review of what he had long known about the po- 
litical history of the administration as supplemented by Mr. Williams's 
recent life of Hayes. The book is not up to the standard of Reconstruc- 
tion and the constitution, and resembles Mr. Sehouler's volume on re- 
construction in being something of an afterthought. One may well ques- 
tion the sweeping dictum (p. 65) that the Hayes cabinet "was the strong- 
est body of men, each best fitted for the place assigned to him, that ever 
sat around the council-table of a President of the United States;" and 
it is questionable to characterize the selection of Key as "wise" or to 
describe Key as "an able administrator of the Post-Office Department. ' ' 
It was under the eye of Key that the United States was systematically 
robbed by the contractors' gang in the "star route" frauds. Yet none 
will question Mr. Burgess's right to ascribe to Hayes a high place in 
character and service. The lectures will for some time be a convenience 
summary of a period not yet adequately described. 

Frederic L. Paxson 

Reminiscences. By Lyman Abbott. (Boston and New York: Hough- 
ton Mifflin company, 1915. 509 p. $3.50 net) 

A large circle of readers will welcome this volume, which gives in 
good concise form the views of a keen observer regarding many of the 
significant events of our history during the past half century. For 
forty years of the time, as a journalist, he has been in a unique position 
to observe the making of current history and it is to be regretted that 
the author has not stressed the political history of the United States as 
he declares he would like to do. The main facts of the religious or so- 
cial history, for the same period, would have been quite as acceptable. 

Mr. Abbott lays no claim to originality in his utterances but his in- 
terpretations might well be characterized by that expression, for even 
independent thinkers have through his assistance been enabled to crystal- 
lize more fully their own views. It has been difficult for his critics, even 



